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The history of cloth that evolved in the Asante tribe is re-enacted each time a young weaver is taught the process of his craft, an art form and a product of original inspiration.  I believe the Kente Cultural Center is indicative of this inspiration as they cultivate the arts of the young people that pass through the center by nurturing their gifts.

This particular work shows the father, the master weaver of the silk threads forming the Kente cloth.  His robe protects his family.  His hands are extended with the threads of his culture, which passes the art form through the next generation.  You see the father, mother and child, one behind the other representing unity.  The child defines the delicate innocence of the adolescent mind, pure and ripe to learn.  In his hands, you see a weaver’s loom pulley, an intricate tool needed to weave the silk.  In the background, you see crocodiles that are symbolic of law and order.  They are one of many patterns found on African granary doors.  Their strategic geometrical skill is indicative of a highly evolved civilization.

My idea is to paint the doors in sepia tones.  The woman would be in white and pastel colors with dark skin.  The Kente cloth that the child sits on would be very colorful to focus attention on the overall design.  In conclusion, my purpose for creating this work is to develop a strong contrasting designed imagery with powerful historical references that will help to explore our path back to the future.
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