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Paul Goodnight Commissioned to Create 
Commemorative Painting for 2008 Summer Olympics

BOSTON – Boston artist Paul Goodnight has created an original fine art piece for the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, conveying the spirit of the triathlon event.

Goodnight’s commissioned piece, “Strength, Stride, Strokes & Spokes,” is a four-by-six-foot triptych evoking the power and drama of the triathlon’s three parts: running, swimming and cycling. 

“Paul Goodnight did a great job portraying the three events individually and linking them together,” said Jack Scharr, president of Fine Art Ltd. in St. Louis, Mo., who coordinated the commission. Fine Art Ltd. is the sole fine-art licensee for the United States Olympic Committee.

“We wanted to bring Paul in to the Beijing Olympic Games because he’s an excellent artist. He paints with the color and excitement that the people of China love,” Scharr said, “and of course, people all over the world love Paul’s work.”

The 2008 Olympic women’s and men’s triathlon events will be held on Aug. 18 and 19.

Scharr noted the huge following for triathlons here in the United States. “There are many thousands of people who compete in triathlons,” he said, “so we wanted a great image, one that would last and could turn into a symbol for the sport.”

This is Goodnight’s second Olympic art piece. In 1996 his work "Feet Don't Fail Me Now" commemorated the Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta. In addition, he created a poster for the 1998 soccer World Cup. The United States Sports Academy named him Sport Artist of the Year in 1997.

“Strength, Stride, Strokes & Spokes” will be unveiled on Aug. 15 at a special event in celebration of the 2008 Olympic Games at the Fine Art Ltd. Gallery in St. Louis. Following that, it will join the Gallery’s “Art of the Olympic Games” traveling collection.

Goodnight’s Web site (www.colorcircle.com) includes a photo essay documenting the stages of creation of the commemorative piece—from initial drawings to under-painting and layering of color and glaze to finished canvas. 

Paul Goodnight is renowned artist and founder of Color Circle Art Publishing. Established in 1991, Color Circle Art Publishing is dedicated to the perpetuation of a culture by making widely available the compelling and revealing imagery of African Diaspora visual artists. The company’s mission is to promote the achievements of established artists as well as committed and dedicated emerging artists. The goal is to provide the highest quality art reproductions possible to art lovers. Bishop Desmond Tutu, Maya Angelou and Samuel L. Jackson are among the notables who collect Goodnight’s work. 

Prints of “Strength, Stride, Strokes & Spokes,” signed by the artist, are available for purchase from Color Circle Art and Fine Art Ltd. To learn more, visit the Color Circle Art Publishing site at www.colorcircle.com or call 617.437.1260.
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